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all that the best doctors in Paris could do, the end came
quickly. On the 5th June Maharaja Sindhia died. On
that afternoon and evening His Highness remained with
the stricken widow and children to comfort and console,
and he joined the Maharaja of Kapurthala in doing the
last honours to the dead Prince.

So far had the sea and Europe combined to restore the
Maharaja's health, that on his return to London he was
able to take a more active part in its social functions. He
gave a large garden-party at the house at Watford, where
he met and freely conversed with his many guests, the
most distinguished of whom was Lord Birkenhead. His
appearance seems to have disconcerted some of them. 'To
the ordinary Britisher', says the Chronicle, 'anlndian ruler
is a novel sight and many of the guests had come with
expectation of seeing a huge Potentate wearing a large
turban and bedecked with jewels. But what they actually
saw was a charming man dressed discreetly as an ordinary
gentleman with perfect manners and an engaging per-
sonality/ The historian may be allowed to endorse this
reflection with the single exception of the word 'huge'.
His Highness is not a Nubian.

The day ended with a Conservative meeting at Watford
which Lord Birkenhead was to address. The Maharaja,
who was enthusiastically received, made, on invitation, an
extempore speech, a species of oratory in which he excels,
and the occasion is noteworthy as he seldom or never
enters into English politics. His relations with Lord
Birkenhead were particularly happy. A formal call at the
India Office resulted in a Very pleasant and cordial inter-
view3, and later on the Maharaja gave the Secretary of State
a successful dinner at the Carlton. Less fortunate was his
attendance at a reception at Buckingham Palace, for
though the private audience passed off pleasantly, the
Maharaja in his state of health found very fatiguing the